CHAPTER XII
THE HINDU HOMESTEAD
IN every large village there are five castes follow-
ing respectively five trades. The castes are linked
although they do not intermarry, and they all claim
descent from the Brahmans. On the strength of
this claim they assume the sacred thread. They
are not recognised by the Brahmans, however, nor
are they allowed to intermarry with the twice-born
nor join in their caste ceremonies. The legend of
their origin is as follows:
In the old days there was a large town in the
south of India which was the capital of a powerful
kingdom. The village system ruled in the town,
the different trades and castes being separated into
communities by mutual consent. The goldsmith,
carpenter, blacksmith, mason, and brazier or
worker in brass congregated in a certain part of
the city and built themselves houses. To ensure
greater seclusion they erected a wall round their
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